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Drexel Heights Fire District 
5950 S. Cardinal Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85746 

 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

December 18, 2020 
 
 
In accordance with the social distancing guidelines recommended by state and local 
authorities relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, members of the Board may attend the 
meeting telephonically.  The meeting room will be closed to the public. However, members of 
the public are invited to attend the meeting telephonically: Telephonic Participant 
Instructions: Dial-in number (978) 990-5000 and access code “667360 #” 
 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
 

Board Chair Bynum called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

III. Roll Call 
 

Board Members present: Gary Bynum, Laura Dailey, Douglas Fink and Charles 
Mendonca. With four Board Members attending, a quorum is established. 
 
Staff Members present: Thomas Benavidez, District Attorney; Gabe Buldra, JVG; 
Douglas Chappell, District Administrator & Fire Chief; Laurie Dunham, Finance 
Manager; Dane Crouse, Division Chief; and Lisa Creager, HR Manager. 

 
IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 
Move to approve the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of November 20, 2020 

by Ms. Dailey, second by Mr. Mendonca, motion approved. (4-0) 

V. Call to the Public – Comments and Questions 
 
None 

  

Mr. Bertrand arrived for the meeting at 9:04 a.m. 
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VI. Report from the Fire Chief 
 
Chief Chappell provided a written report which is hereby made a part of these 
minutes.  
 
Chief Chappell had received a request from Board Chair Bynum to report on the 
impact of Proposition 207 on District Policies. Chief Chappell indicated that Prop 207 
would have no impact on Policies because in order to solicit federal grants, the District 
must remain a Drug Free Workplace. Chief Chappell also noted that Prop 207 took this 
situation into consideration and addressed it.  
 
Mr. Bertrand asked about the status of the Rapid Deploy CAD? Chief Chappell 
indicated that Rapid Deploy has requested that the system be placed in pause and for 
the VECC to revert to the legacy system while they work to fix the issues and release 
a system that works.  

 
VII. Pending Business 

 

A. Discussion and possible action to approve the checks issued listing and monthly 
financial report for the period ending November 30, 2020. 
 
Ms. Dailey asked why property tax was higher this year versus the past? Chief Chappell 
indicated that this is the time of year when the Treasurer records the payments and 
it appears that more people have paid both halves of the taxes.  
 
Move to approve the checks issued listing and monthly financial report for the period 
ending November 30, 2020 by Mr. Bynum, second by Ms. Dailey, motion approved. 
(5-0) 

 
B. Discussion and possible action to authorize the Fire Chief to issue a purchase order 

for office and lobby furnishings for Station 401.  Chief Chappell reported that the 
construction project at Station 401 is progressing on schedule and that this newly 
rebuilt fire station requires some furnishings for the new offices, lobby and chairs for 
various other locations.  
 

Move to authorize the Fire Chief to issue a purchase order for office and lobby 
furnishings for Station 401 by Mr. Bertrand, second by Mr. Mendonca, motion 
approved. (5-0)  

 
C. Election of Governing Board Chairperson and Clerk of the Board. Chief Chappell 

noted that in accordance with the District’s bylaws, each December the Governing Board 
must have an election to select a Chairperson and a Clerk of the Board who, once elected, 
will serve one-year terms, commencing on January 1st.  
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Move to elect Mr. Bynum as the Board Chairperson by Ms. Dailey, second by Mr. 
Mendonca, motion approved. (5-0) 
 
Move to elect Mr. Bertrand as Clerk of the Board by Ms. Dailey, second by Mr. 
Bynum, motion approved. (5-0) 

 
D. Executive Session. Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03 (A) (3), (4) & (7), the Board may vote 

to enter into Executive (Closed) Session for discussion and consultation with the 
District’s Attorney and Fire Chief to consider the District’s position, instruct its 
representatives, and for legal advice regarding the disposition of surplus real 
property. 

 
Move, pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03 (A)(3), (4) & (7), to enter executive session by 
Mr. Bynum, second by Mr. Bertrand, motion approved. (5-0) 
 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 9:19 a.m. 
 
The Board reopened the doors and invited the public to rejoin the meeting at 9:48 
a.m. 
 
Move to exit executive session and re-convene the regular board meeting by Mr. 
Bynum, second by Mr. Bertrand, motion approved (5-0) 
 
Move to direct the District’s representatives as discussed in executive session by Mr. 
Bynum, second by Ms. Dailey, motion approved. (5-0) 

 
E. Discussion and possible action to approve Resolution No. 2020 - 18 authorizing the 

Fire Chief to execute a right-of-way easement authorizing Tucson Electric Power to 
install and maintain electric service infrastructure for Station 401. Chief Chappell 
indicated that Tucson Electric Power requires an Easement for electric service 
equipment at Station 401; and a larger Easement already exists in the same area, but 
Tucson Electric is requesting a re-configuration of the Easement which requires Board 
authorization. 
 

Move to approve Resolution No. 2020 - 18 authorizing the Fire Chief to execute a 
right-of-way easement authorizing Tucson Electric Power to install and maintain 
electric service infrastructure for Station 401 by Mr. Bertrand, second by Mr. 
Mendonca, motion approved. (5-0) 
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VIII. Future Agenda Items 

 
Chief Chappell reported that he will have several personnel related policies that 
require adjustment due to legislative changes, he plans to present the annual service 
awards and staff may seek authorization to apply for a Governor’s Office of Highway 
Safety grant.  
 

IX. Adjournment 
 
Move to adjourn the meeting by Mr. Bynum, second by Mr. Bertrand, motion 
approved. (5-0) Mr. Bynum adjourned the meeting at 9:53 a.m. 
 

 
 

Submitted by:  ____________________________________________________ 
    James Bertrand, Clerk of the Board 
 
 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting: Friday, January 22, 2021, 9:00 a.m. 
    5950 S. Cardinal, Tucson, AZ  
     
 


