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Drexel Heights Fire District originally began providing fire and
emergency services to the south and southwest areas outside
the City of Tucson back in May 1954. The articles of
incorporation papers were filed by members of the Drexel
Heights Community association. In those days the Drexel
Heights Community Association Volunteer Fire Department
provided services all the way to what is now the City of

South Tucson.

On March 13, 2001, Drexel Heights Fire District merged with the
Tucson Estates Fire District. This added a fourth fire station, six
more firefighters, and several new communities. Tucson Estates,
the Foothills, and the surrounding neighborhoods welcomed
Drexel Heights firefighters and have been very supportive of the
Fire District and its services.

The District constructed a new station in the ever growing Star
Valley Community. In March 2010, DHFD's fifth station was

dedicated to the residents and community.

Drexel Heights Fire District has come a long way since 1954. But

no one will ever forget the determination and sacrifices made by
a handful of daring individuals who saw a community need
for fire protection, and found a way to make it a reality:
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Your Fire District Board is Chairperson
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R.M. Bishman Member Laura Dailey, and

Member Jayne Stepnoski
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ROLLOVER AFTERMATH ON AJO WAY

Drexel Heights firefighter John McGinn carries a child's car seat from the scene of a rollover accident on Ajo Way west of Mission Road. According to Arizona Department of
Public Safety Officer Ken Chruscinski, an eastbound SUV pulling a trailer with a car on it lost control and the driver overcorrected, causing it to roll over into the westbound
lanes. A male driver and an infant were taken to a hospital with minor injuries. No other vehicles were involved in the accident. &
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Flames inside van causes chain of small
bush fires

by Carli Brosseau on Feb 27, 2008, under Local, Special

Flaming debris blown from a moving transport van set off a chain of small brush fires on
the West Side on Tuesday, a fire department spokeswoman said.

The van’s driver, who was 1n his late 50s, apparently drove a couple of blocks without
noticing the beginnings of the fire, Tracy Koslowski of Drexel Heights Fire Deparment
said. Then a wave of flames rolled through the vehicle.

The van was traveling east on Bopp Road and stopped west of the intersection at Kinney
Road about 1:30 p.m., Koslowski said. Bopp was closed for more than an hour.

The fire appears to have started inside the vehicle, toward the back, where a copper fuel
line for an extra fuel tank was leaking, Koslowski1 said.

The 15-passenger van had been modified to include the fuel line inside the passenger area
and a truck bed, she said. The fuel vapors ignited and a flash fire engulfed the vehicle.

“For 1t to explode, to go poof like that, there must have been a lot of vapor,” Koslowski1
said.

The driver, who was alone in the van, escaped with minor injuries, Koslowski said. He
pulled over quickly when he felt the heat on the back of his body.

Firefighters put out the van fire and the brush fires caused by the blowing fiberglass debris
within minutes, Koslowsk1 said.
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SOUTHWEST SIDE VEHICLE FIRE

a firefighter with the Drexel Heights Fire Department, examines the remains of a transport van that caught fire while the driver was
ound in the 5400 block of West Bopp Road, southwest of Tucson. The driver had minor injuries Tuesday but refused transporta-
tion to a hospital, said Tracy Koslowski of the Fire Department
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